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ACTis a membership association. 

Our independent, community -based

members are planting, preserving, 

and maintaining the tree canopies 

of all major metro markets and 

many towns in between.

160 member organizations

14,900,000 trees

over 4.3 million volunteers across the U.S.



At the national level, ACTserves as:

ÅCommunications and networking hub

ÅBest-practice and exemplary program promoter

ÅTraining and research coordinator

ÅPublic policy analyst and advocate



NeighborWoods Month as Advocacy Platform

NeighborWoods Month 2009

700 events in 231 cities

24,000 volunteers

36,000 trees

But Also:

Attract Local Funding

Attract Media Coverage

Umbrella for Partners

Schmooze Elected Officials

- which can be leveraged lateré.



MONEY IS TIGHT EVERYWHERE

ÅState budgets down

ÅCities in budget crisis

ÅDevelopment impact fees down

ÅNursery Industry hard hit

ÅCommunity Foundation funding down 25%

ÅCorporate and Foundation giving is down 25-40%

ÅFeds are only bright note at moment

TRENDS



WHERE TO LOOK RIGHT NOW

ÅEnergy Block Grants (EECBG) and other energy aid

ÅNeighborhood Stabilization and other community dev aid

ÅStimulus money received by city or state waiting for projects

TRENDS



GREEN IS GOOD

ÅAll corporate affairs / PR officers have to be green now

ÅCorporate giving to green issues is up

ÅEnergy efficient building practices are increasing

ÅSustainable Sites Initiative will have impact

ÅLandscape Standards are being integrated into lending 

programs

TRENDS



Volunteerism and Community Service Expansion

ÅAmeriCorps Expanded by Serve America Act

ÅEntertainment Industry Call for Service this October

ÅServiceNation Coalition

ÅRockefeller funded ñCities of Serviceò 

ÅRequirement for Service Learning in HS and University 

education

Canôt achieve canopy goals without volunteer support

TRENDS



STORMWATER MANAGEMENT

Sep. 2009:  Philadelphia will invest $1.6 billion in 

managing and treating storm water with "green" 

solutions, namely rain gardens, green roofs, tree 

plantings, rain harvesting barrels and porous pavers

"This is the most significant use of green infrastructure I've seen in 

the country, the largest scale I've seen," 

- Jon Capacasa U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)

TRENDS



NEIGHBORHOOD STABILIZATION

ÅForeclosure and vacancies 

ÅClean and green strategies for property stabilization

ÅIndividual and homeowner association interest in direct action

TRENDS



Invest in Monitoring and Evaluation
Åalways mattered ïbut even more so now

Åpre-planting site inspections

Åpost-planting monitoring

Åsurvey tools

Åresearch partnerships

TRENDS



UTILITY SECTOR OPPORTUNITIES

Åenergy consumption and peak demand are reduced, 

Åinstalled capacity and distribution network extension can be 

avoided (or postponed), and

Åless primary energy is required.

- First used in California due to power plant constraints.

- Residential and Commercial use is greatest use.

TRENDS: Demand Side Management



ñDid we really want to build another power plant for 12 days 

a year? ïJan Schori, SMUD General Manager

SMUD ï1991

Å450,000 Shade Trees 

Å$1 million per year budget

ÅEach tree will save 156 KWH per yr / avrg

ÅAt .10 cents per hour, each tree returns $15 savings + $25 in 

property value enhancement

ÅTotal value to SMUD ï1.7 million KWH per year.

ÅLegislative context

Sacramento Model


